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. - Wsllakum County cropland is devoted nainly to raising hay, silage and

" othey: {:ivage crops as pari of 1ts' speclalization in dairy and livestock farme

" ing,t L U954 the most important crops listed in order of acreage harvested
were: cicver and.timothy hay (2,800 acres); grass and small grain silage (970

~acres), wild and other hay (620 acres); commercial vegetables, primarily cucurme
bers and cabbage (230 acree), odts (50 acres) and mint (L6 acres) o
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" .Crop Tremds - v .. . - e o

A number of changes are apparent in the emphasis and acreages Wahkiakum
farmers have given to leading. ciops’ih the last 15 years,  There is an ine
creaging emphasie in daivy =nd beef livesteck farming and specialized production

- of cash-drops for processors;. The trend shows the influence of mechanization
of farming with its decrease in-horses:and -the .improved overland highway. - .

' Total Kowes®of Tand Harvested; 19541 L
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| Figure 11,~ Parcent of Total Croplard in Leading Crops
Wahkiakum County, 155k,
(Based on U,8, Census, Agriculture, 1954)
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facilities which make.the marketing of wholemilk and perishable vegétable prode
ucts easler. Some farmers have found specialization in cash crops such as
cucumbers and mint to their advantage,’ o ;

Crops which have been expanded for loeal livestock feeds and commercial
markets in adjacent population and processing centers include clover and timethy

- hay, grass sllage, cuommbers and potaitces, Clover and timothy has been expanded
“from 2 low of 150 acres in 19LS to 2,900 acres in 1955, Grass silage is up from

660 acres in 1949 to 970 4n 1954. Cucumbers for Puget Sound and Portland area
processors are up from 5 acres in 1950 to 325 in 1956, o

. Ij'eci'eased acreages have occurred in peppermint, alfalfa, barley and fruit

' archar ds, Peppermint acreage went down from 285 acres in 1954 to 15 in 1956,

difalYa, a small crop, is down to 10 acres, Fruit orchards with 20 trees or
more are down to 25 acres,

.. Fay zadl Silage Crops

For many yesrs hay and silage have ‘been the largest harvested crops used
directly on livestock farms or sold in local trade with dairy and livestockmen,
A1l hay and grass silage normally covers about k4,450 acres or 79 percent of the
harvewted cropland, A large amount of forage production is needed to support
& cattle population of over 10,000 head and about 200 head of horses and sheep.
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. -Acreage, Tield and Production
Wahikiakum County, 1939~1955,

R I Tover and Timothy Hay o Alfalfa Tiay T —
. : i . ST
Year | Acreage Yie.‘;h Productlon || Acreage 1ol ‘Production
(ﬁﬂ?\aﬂ\" : (tf)hﬂ IS fhane) anwan (tons N (4 mne
AETREE | pap aure) \ W/ \SVEEE/ | per acre) hatd
193¢ 810 246 2,100 10 | 240 20
3540 700 | 2,0 1,400 10 2.0 20
1942 500 | 2.k 1,200 20 3,0 0
953 300 200 630 30 £.0 60
ihl 150 3ol 5,100 . 20 1.5 - 30
1948 1o 255 350 . 20 2,0 Lo -
1946 150 7o 380 . 20 . 250 Lo
1947 340 rad . 870 . 20 2,0 Lo
19]48 660 Z -] 0 1 1, 850 . 20 2 ..,S 50
1949 950 2ot 2,000 20 2.5 50
19501 1.000 £o3 2,300 . 20 300 60
1951 | 1,400 1.6 2,240 20 3.0 60
1952 | 1,500 209 5,500 20 | 3.0 60
1953 2,300 2,6 .| 6,000 - 20 3.0 60
1954 | 2,800 2.1 5,900 .10 | 240 20
1955 1 2,900 1.7 5,000 10 2,0 20

e

 Source: “Us8, Dept, of Agric,, AMS, Estimates
’ - Division, State of Washington.
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wiys o Nearly two~thirds of the farms. grow hay for on-farm use or:local sale, - The
- .area 1s barely self-sufficlent An-feed production: and in mome years somé' dairy
farms muist purchase hay from cther counties in the' Washington interior.: Less
than 20 farms had surpluses for sale in 195,

iyt e Clover and cloverstimothy mixture-is the leading hay erop, While the
47hp . CoUBLY. 18 small in cropland area compared with.other.counties it is thirteenth
<+ . in production. of this type of hay, With inereasing local needs for hay, clever
7. 2nd timothy has. been increased from:1LS acres grown in 1945 to. 2,900 in 1995,
" Yiclds vary considerably year to year 'because of verying moisture conditions,
In 1953 the heaviest crop in recent yoars-5,000 tons--was harvested from 2 300
- acres, . Clover: and-timothy ara. grown mainly in.the Skamokawa,  Elokomin and Orays
. otver Valleys. Some is grown on Puget Island where mint and cucumbers &re
.. gencrally the main epopse - s oun - . ST
The practice of preparing grass silage is developing rapidly as a method
of utilizing green forage orops more efficiently. It .also lessans .losses in
hay quality from damp weather at harvest time. Several dairy farms have added
-...8llags.cutters, and installed silage pits-and silos in recent years, . There wers
oaoti-farme putting up. silage .dn 195hy which was eight more than in 19L9. Silage
... -Meg, harvected from over 970 acres in 1949, In recent years Wahldalum dairy
' -0nd general 1ivestock farmers have-been ‘storing over 6,600 tons of green feed
T p’eryear. i SR Doii s : e . o T e
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Table 12, Oate snd’Bsbley: Acreage, Yield'and Production
WaRiakun Gounty, “1939=1955,

. Dats (for grain) .. .| . Derley (Tor grain) “
NP R 3 S ey T D o e
| 39788 I peraore) | XDUSHOLE) || (acTeB) | pon oore )| \oushels)
19% | 10 4. 8 |7 Boo f 2 1 Lo 800
ho| 10 4. 68 1 680 I 20 | 3 - 700
W] 10| 60 | 600 20 | 3 700
16530 e | e= b e 10 3 | 380
191&1& .. - T - .1./ - ’ -

1 0yt

T - T e 1 . - LI -
T I Bt et e e
19,47 - - ' - - - - : e
wel - | -~ | I o T -1 =
100 [P R . . c. -
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. . .
-t [ o ——

1950 10 | 3% | -EEo".',' B B

" YTean: ‘;J(t’o:j,' 6}3; (bushels .
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1951 10 - » 350"
1952 20 . L5 "r 900
1953 o e W 1,760 " 1. .
5L E 86 i 3k 4T L7000 Ml e | e T e
1955 | 60 |- 36 | 260 | o | oo ol 2
1/ Acreage less than 10 acres and not racorded by U.S,.Census of

A wend st dass - y

Agriculturs not. gsiimated by.the U,S..Depariment of Agriculture.
Source: U,.S.D.A., &8, Agric, Estimates Division
State of Washington

~e T b L B -




R o A .
— —Cyop and livegtock Reporting Service Bulletin™ ™ ™~

-

. Gats, Other Small Graims gnd Gorn. . . . . o000
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" Orasss and legume feed orqps are supplemented by grees and threshed vats,
othor grain hays and some fleld corm, Grain Cr'opg, however, have decreased in
aimp’orta_nce._ 8ince 1930, Oats and other grain hays which formerly were quite

DA

1;-“... 1aVe - docreased abou LT By B B BEEOD @ g d . Nm ()
100 acres since 1950, .Losses from rainfall and wet weather. at the time of
ripening and' harvest have zaused grain growing to be limited, Olimatic con~
ditions are unfavorable f£~r Mieat and field corn which require warm growing
weatt ae 4o mature, Oats wesc Increased slightly between 1950 and 1954 bt

.. varley has declined to almost negligible amounts. since 1943.

Vopetables
. Rt ad

Vég_etaizles are now the most valusble corréx{e_rcial erop. - Commercial vegetable

. sales, largely cucumbers, cabbage and sweet: corn, went up from less than $3,000
in 1950 to over §66,000 in 1954, Market vegetable gardens ave mainly lecated

n tre fertile river bottom soils of Puget. Tedand, Abcut LS farms were pro-
diedng oommereial vegetables, in 195k, whersas-in 1950, there were only three,
In addition to the commercial fawms thers were about 280 farms growing vege-
tables for home use, Total acreage of truck ocrops has ranged from 250 %o over
350 avres in recent years. Before 1950 the acreage was minor, being less than

1/ WNot available nor sstimated by Census or

10 ‘acres, ;
NN . Teble 13,~.Vegetable Cropas ;Cucumbers.and Cabbage -
L Wahkiekum County, 1939-1956 . SEE
; w1 - Cucumbers - Cabbage - - o
: - Year| Arvres | Prod, |- Acres. .| Prod, -
... | harvested | (tons).; harvested | (tons)
1939 Y - Y - C
19h0 [T T - -
. l9h2 L 'n-. - e
e '.igﬁgi - o - -
A /1 B - 62/ | 302
. ’ A' _.'." - 19,.‘6 - .-'. ,‘nu"l ’ onem - :
IR LY § - ! S A -
SRR . 4 TR 7 A N B R W 5
T -+ S R B L ‘1 -
, :~ N ,1951 3 ' 1 15 - ~
S 1oiyen - o ;,_, - ___
ety A T W 1953 15 P ~.60 20 lm '
| 1954 [ 230 6 20 100
1955 275 1,180 25 260
1956 | 325 2,000 20 ko

crop raporters,
2/ V.5, Cansus of Agriculture data,

U.8, Census of Agriculture
Uu.S.DeAe, AMS, Agric. Estimates Division

Sources:
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Oucumbers for processars in the Portland and Tacoma metrapolitan areas

has been the main cash vegetable crop im recent crop years, In 1955 and 1956
Pueet Island and adjacent Columbia River bottomlands comprised the most specialw

1zed ‘cucumber grcm.ng district of the'étate. Prosessors of pickies and relishea
:tn regent years éontracted with Puget Island growers for slzable tonnages of
Sucumbers, “In 1956 Wahkiakun County ranked second behind Takima in harvested
cucumber anreage, but was first ifi total tonnapge, Over LO farms produced a
total of 2,000 tons from: 325 acres in Wahkiakum County in 1956,

Berries

Berry farming in Wahkiakum County has followed an irregular pattern in
recent yeexrs, Production has been mainly for home and local use and has not
reached a significant commercial scale., Fewer than a half.dozen farms have
planted -any fields that might be cohisidered commercial. Iack of nearby
. processing outlets and a limited loocal fresh mirket are factors discouraging
- speclalization 4in strawberries, caneberries and bushberriess Recent census
. erumerations have recorded the. following production for local use: strawe
.+ berries 5,000 pounds, blackberries: 650 pounds,: raspberries 1,000 pounds, boysen~
... berries 200 pounds and blueberries:b660 pounds, In 1956 there were about ‘5 :
- acres of strawberries, 5 acres of: raspberries and 2 acres of b}.ueberries in
commercisl production, *

Tres Fruits
TS W ) S

Damp, cool, ¢limatlic conditions and lack of marketing epportunities have
resulted in only a minor development of orchard growing. LOrchards are nearly
all of the homestead, local-use type. In 195l the Census found only 25 acres
of total orchard land in the county exclusive of the plantings with 20 trees
or less, Apples, plums, sweet.and sour cherries are the most common trees in
the sube.istence type orchards, Filberts were introduced 1n the 1930’8 Wt are
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Introduced in the 1930%'s on_ thé low river boitom lands of the Colupbia River
and on Puget Island, this crop yielded well and provided an important cash ine

come to over 25 growers at thi§ time, By 1939 there were 130 acres ylelding
abmut Lo ﬁn"nﬂn of Aigti1led n'l"! per sére, FProduction inereaged up to AL
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acres in the early 1950%s, A~ Sarious Columbia River flood. in 19468 damaged
considerable mint acreage and some distilling units, After 195k, mint farming
wes largely abandoned and declined to its present status of about 15 geres.
leaf rust infestations and indbility to market in competition with new large-

scale growers in Yakima and Bénton Counties also are factors in the decline.
Some mint growers changad over to vegetable growing .and livestock farming,
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Table 1llh,~ Mint¢

Acreage and Production

Wahklakum County, 1939-1956.

] Mt | Productdon

Year Acroage | (1bs, of oil)
1939 [ 130 6,320

. 10u0 . ey
. 184 | . ——
1942 o .
1943 - -
9Ll - -
1945 | bated ReutadRRIM
1946, -
1947 - - >
1948 | 200 . 195200 Co
1949 | 200 9,000 .
1950 | 250 11,500
155 { 280 12,500
1952 | 285 12,350
1953 | 285 | 12,775
195h. 1 285 23,255
19551 18 870
1956 15 870

"1/ Not avaliabie 9GO ©o 1508, - .

Sourcec: U.S. Consvs of Agriculture,

- Wanh, State Dept. of Agriculture,
. Bortleultural Inspecturs Reperis.
‘U.ScDels, AMS, Agric, Estimates Div,



